Advanced practice nursing role: clinical nurse specialist.
The public continues to demand quality health care that focuses on the achievement of quality patient outcomes. The clinical nurse specialist is an advanced practice role that originated in the early 1900s as a result of similar public demand, and continues to evolve to meet quality health care needs. Advanced practice nurses have many opportunities to create expanded nursing roles. Orthopaedic nurses also continue to refine their practice roles, and the clinical nurse specialist is one such example.